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From September 21 to October 2, more than 90 activities are being
offered through the Peace Days 2026 program, under the theme

BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE: UNITING FOR PEACE.

In these times of division, hatred, insecurity and increased violence—and at a time
in which Quebec reflects on its future—what role do we collectively assign to peace
building and the issues it addresses?

The 12th edition of Peace Days will be held from September 21 to October 2, 2026, under the
theme “Building a Better Future: Uniting for Peace”. The initiative brings together activities and
resources from nearly 90 organizations, including those in the community, cultural, educational, and
philanthropic sectors.

The 2025-2026 theme, “Building a Better Future: Uniting for Peace”, encourages us to reflect on the
years to come, with the conviction that a peaceful future can only be built collectively. The theme
emphasizes the need for action, and it suggests both a crucial first step — to unite — and an objective
and vision for the future — to build.

Peace Days, which has been developed and presented by the Peace Network for Social Harmony
since 2015, provides an opportunity for connection, exchange, learning, and awareness raising. The
programming aims both to inform the public and to mobilize it as agents of change, because we have—
individually and jointly—the capacity and the responsibility to take actions that lead to the society we
want, tomorrow and into the future. The initiative is launched on the September 21st UN International
Day of Peace, and will close on the October 2nd UN International Day of Non-Violence.



https://thepeacedays.com/
https://www.thepeacenetwork.ca/2020/en/

The Peace Days 2026 implementing partners aim to explore a wide range of perspectives and issues—
each equally relevant to peaceful societies—including vivre-ensemble, inclusion, violence prevention,
diversity, respect, safety, interculturalism, social justice, well-being, restorative justice, and women'’s
leadership, to name but a few. These topics are addressed through the variety of activities and resources
that make up the program: discussions, workshops, exhibitions, projections, artistic activities, family
activities, as well as guides, tools, and other content available online.

The programming is almost entirely free, and the majority of activities take place across the city of
Montreal. Meanwhile, the online offerings—which include about 30 activities and resources—make
Peace Days accessible to a wider audience. In fact, Peace Days, which originated and was developed
mainly in the Montreal area over its first ten years, is now expanding to other cities in Quebec, and
occasionally in the rest of Canada.

RECOGNIZING THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO OUR SOCIAL FABRIC RESULTING FROM PEACE
WORK DONE BY DEDICATED ORGANIZATIONS

The strong engagement of the Peace Days partner organizations bears witness to a shared conviction:
that together we can build the peaceful society to which we aspire.

For the past 12 years, Peace Days has provided participating organizations with an opportunity to
increase awareness of their work. Many of these organizations are rooted in the community sector,
which in recent months has been calling for recognition of its importance to the social safety net,
the expertise that it holds, and the realities and challenges faced by professionals working tirelessly
on the ground. Working closely with the community sector, the Peace Network for Social Harmony is
dedicated to increasing our awareness of the essential nature of this work in fostering social cohesion.

Peace Days also provides an opportunity to be part of a larger social endeavour, thereby fostering a
sense of belonging and solidarity.

“Our team at the Peace Network for Social Harmony chose this 2025-2026 theme, “Building a Better
Future: Uniting for Peace”, in recognition of the state of the world, which is sorely in need of hope
and a plan for improvement. The many conflicts and crises around us today make it clearer than ever
that peace is fundamental to the well-being of societies, and that the absence of peace is a blight on
communities who thereby suffer from violence, injustice and division.

In order to thrive, peace must not only be a shared value within a society, but it must be valued and
supported by its institutions. It should be present in the inclusive attitudes and everyday gestures of
members of its population.”

— BRIAN BRONFMAN, C.M., 0.Q.
President and Co-founder
Peace Network for Social Harmony
and
— DJEMILATOU BELEM
Coordinator, Violence Prevention and Peace Promotion
Peace Network for Social Harmony

SEE THE PROGRAM FOR PEACE DAYS 2026
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ABOUT THE PEACE NETWORK FOR SOCIAL HARMONY
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Undertaking each mandate in an inclusive and collaborative manner, the Peace
Network for Social Harmony focuses its efforts on three fields of activity:
diversity and inclusion, violence prevention and peace promotion. The Network
is uniquely positioned to generate cross-sectoral collaboration and engagement,
with collaborators that include NGOs, academic institutions, artistic and cultural
organizations, researchers, government and many others. The organization’s
approach is guided by evidence from current research. Partnering with a multitude
of stakeholders on a variety of initiatives related to its three fields of activity, the
Network’s goal is to bring its expertise to these projects, to accompany its partners,
to promote their work, and to facilitate collaboration as a way to avoid working
in silos while maximizing the impact, reach and effectiveness of each individual
and collective action. The Network contributes to social harmony and peace in
innovative ways.

The Peace Network for Social Harmony is a charitable organization created in 2009
whose membership consists of various philanthropic foundations and businesses.
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